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Hunter’s Statistical Account of the District of Birbhum s—

"Several sulphur springs are found in Birbhum District. A group of
ese springs is situated on the banks of the Bakreswar River, about a
mile south of the village of Tantipara. This place is named the Dham
of Bakreswar, There are also numerous hot-jets in the bed of the stream
itself, and the air is impregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen. The
locality has its sacred legend and forms a noted place of pilgrimage.
Along the right bank of the stream stand upwards of three hundred
small brick-and-mortar-temples, built by various pilgrims, each contain-
ing an emblem of Mahadev o¢ Sib.” Page 322, Para 2.

At page 342, Para 2z of the same book, he writes :=—

“A mile south of Tantipara on the banks of a small stream, the
Bakreswar, is the group of hot-springs called Dham Bakreswar, to
which allusion ha?een made on previous page.

« *The Revenue Surveyor states that the temperature of the hottest well,
f' at noon, on the 28th December, 1850, was 162 Fahrt, the coldest 128,
| temperature of the air in the shade, 77, temperature of the stream
about the confluence of the hot springs 83 ; shoals of smali fish were cb-
served in the cool water. There are also several culd springs in the
vicinty of the hot ones, the whole flowing from crevices in a tough gne-
iss rock,com[;ose'd of glossy quartz, pink felspar and black mica, The

sand of the stream, some way removed from the surface, is very hot to
the touch. The body of water ejected from the hottest well, is very
considegable, bemg about a hundred and twenty cubic feet per minute.-
It ris=s from innumerable small orifices and is an accumalation of mud

‘and dirt ; the rock beuw no where visible in the tank.”

Atapage 457, para 2 of the same book are to be found the following
line; —

“About 8 miles west of Suri, sulphurious springs are found i the
Bakreswar Stream, some are hot and others are cold spn'ngs ; ang bath
kinds are found with in a few feet of each other. It is curfoys to “see
the hot water bubbling up so near the cpld spring. The watey when
first-taken .out of the springs has a strong odour of sulphur, but if kept
in an open vessel, for a few hours, loses much of these sulphurigus Chd-
mcter, showing that the sulpher is not held in solution.” :
- «The following extract is taken from “List of Ancient Monumentq
mﬂ Sacred; Edifices in Bengal’’—District Birbhum. -'-\“ Y

*There is a Tirtha here near the village of Tantipara, known as the
T zrt/za of Bakredwar. The objects of interests are a number of templey
md a numberuof Rundas. d'nd tanks, There is but one large temple and’
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this .; of the style of the Baidyanath one ; it has a line of inscriptio
over the door way, but the characters are now too worn out, to be.

all legible. Close to the temple, is a pacca 4unda, ablution in whid
«leanses - from sin, The other temples are all very $mall, but veryi
, umerous. o

“The temples arc built of a variety of materials,briek and stones botls
-cut rough ; the cut stones arc roughly dressed, not smoothed, There ar
traces of an old enclosure about the principal temple,which is sitnated o
a high mound. The place is fabled to have been the residence of Bakr
‘Muni, and the Linga in the principal temple, having been establishe
by him, is knuwn as Bakreswar, '

“There are several small temples erected by private inhabitants,
which arc falling into decay. The temple of Bakreswar has far exten-
ding . cclebrity, at the Sibaratri, in the month of Falgun. A consideiratle
number of pilgrims from this Distiict and clsewbere, come to this place
and worship at the shrine, and a grand aweda is Leld in connection with

theevent,  The hot springs about half a dozen in number, the water of
which is cousidered as sacred as that of the Ganges, are bathed in and
are considered most  efficacious in  shin-discascs and also in cases cf

e

old fever, .

7, Tlhe large temple of Mohadev is in good condition and is looked
after by the twenty-two families of shebayets, wheo have an interest
thercin® )

The following is what Mr. Skrine wrote about Bakreswar $— .
‘The hot springs of Bakreswar. o

“Our physical environment in this country is the one of endless jeres
miades and it must be admitted that bhuman flesh here, is the heir to
couintiess ills, unknown to more temperate climes, Butin one sespect
Tudia can boast a superiority over lands, which bask in the <ternal
springs, and are not by turns a desert, and a swamp. It lics beypnd
the zne, within which, the vast forces, imprisoned in the bowels of the
earth Mind a ready vent, and our confidence in” the stability of its sur-
facs, » r;yy}y'shal:ex; by &arth quakes. This imwmunity is doubtlcs;; due
1.'.'\-1,{-;«: thickuess of the crust, which separated it, from the central for-
ces,  Munghyer and Chittagang both buast ot their Sitakundu, a name
known ‘*d honoured, wherever the lovers of soda water, are gatbered
together ¥ and couatless similar strcams,which, were they known, might
rivad the (ame of  Bath and Bunton ; waste their heat aud heating
pow kM . the trackless jungles. Amongst the fountains, which have
Ritperto found na chronicles, must be numbered those of Bakmcsvﬁar,
which avell up in the centre of a hilly tract, some 12 or 13 miles from
ths, capital of Birbbuwn District. . Their origithis as difficult a probles, :
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) the untutored Indian mind, as it is to the resources ‘of mT8irm
ience, and Joca! attempts at its solution, led to the growth of a vast
1ass of tradition, which is recorded in palm leaf volume, preserved
ith religioug, ®re, by the priests of the adjacent temple.
=*Once ugu a time, runs this history, the renowned sages Subratd
nd Lomasa, received an invitation to attend the skayambar (marriage
tes ) of Narayan aud Lakshmi- On their arrival at the hall of the
remony, Lomosa was welcomed &irst, by the attendant hosts, as well
s well as by the Debraj Purandar—a sight, which his companion,
esented, by mcontmentl& quitting the assembly, So fierce indeed,
vas his anger, that his limbs assumed ungraceful curves in no less
han eight places, whence, he took the cognoman of Astabakra. Thus
isAgured an.d dizconsolate,he wandered tiil he arrived at Kasi intent on
/oﬁ-h'i'pp'i':’fg’ >, and was there warned, that his prayers would not be
nswered till they were offered in an undefined spot, named Gupta Kasi
an-discovered Bcnyes) in the distant rcalin — Gour (Bengal).Astabakra’s
ﬂgrim_agc therefore took an eastern direction and ended at Bakreswar,
rhere he adored for ten thousand years. The God touched by the
ersistence of this sanctimmony,declared that those who worshipped Ashta-
bakra first, and himself afterwards, would be vouchsafed an endless
store of blessings. However, Biswakarma, the architect of the Gods
received commg..lld. to erccta temple, on this auspicious spot, and a
stately shrine soon rose, on  the eastern shore of the River Bakreswar,
_containing two graven images, the lurger of which represented Ashta-
balwra. This shrine gtill stands in ocular demonstration of this narra-
e, though sooth to say, its appearance would indicate a less remote-
i:tiquity and more common-place origin. It differs neither in size
nor other essentials, from the temples, which swarm in our larger cities
and its #tyle of architecturc is decidedly modern.
+ “Yo inscription exists on the central building, but a tablet lit into
the pcd:ment of apn out work on the north-east, records of the‘fact

'Ininiste‘r"of the Raja at Rajnagore, in the ycar Salibahan 1
A. D). Two other stones inserted in an interior wall east of the
give the names of two brothers Halarma and Sarab; and
bears g¢he date of 1677 Salibahan or 1755 A- D., butis otfferwise
illegible. These annexes are to all appearance as old as Biswa arma 's
alleged hand-work ; and on the whole, I am inclined to think fio
portems of the buildings as we see them, dates further back tha
commeficement of Jast century. Their parlees are more interesting.
’ They consnst ‘of streets, upon streets of miniature frames, each
cpntammg “the phalbic em‘lem of Mahadeb engraven stone, erected .
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Imak’time to:time by wealthy worshippers, But‘for "their . 'infirmi
the impression left on the mind of one ¢rading labyrinths would be th
he was visiting the older portion of some great cemctery—so preci
similar in style and appearance are thesg small templ‘?ﬁo the tom
© most affected by out predecessors of the past century. 1o the sot
west of these are a curious group of three tanks of various sizes, know
as the Satkatuli, the Chandrasayer and Damusayer. Their origin is lo
in the mists of time ; but the attendant priests own taac they a
named after donors by whose expensc they were excavated.

“South-ward the hot springs, to which this mass of buildings ow
its renown send sky-ward their clouds o sulphurious vapour. The
are eight in number of varying temperature ; that of the hottest knew
as Agni-kundu,is not far short of 200 farht. Ilach is enclosed in a ciste
10 ft. in depth, and of dimention ranging from a squeit of'y I @ te
tangle of 75 by 30. Bathers descend to these hasting waters by ea:
steps and consnder.ablc pains are taken to remove thg scum and clean
these Bethesdas (fountain) from the snakes and frogs, which comm
suicide in their boiling depths. The origin of the group is detected wif
tmuch vnenetion by the palm-leaf-chronicle to which I have allude
Siba I1atakakhya, it appears dwells in Hodas (patal) and bears on h
head the lofty mount Sumeru adown whose sides meanders the secrc
river Bhagirathe, Its water under the the,influence of<Siva’s divir
virtue {tej) are raised to boiling point and force theiy way to the earth’
surface. But each spring has its individual lu:tory"wlnch is well-wort
repronouncmg












